Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest

Below are written descriptions and images of fruiting bodies, mushrooms, of the fungal species in this
ectomycorrhizal association. The information is from the web version of the Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific
Northwest (MMPNW) created by the Canadian Forest Service and based on the Windows MMPNW version 1.3 by
lan and Eli Gibson.

Click for further information about MMPNW
Many illustrations need confirmation. Do not use this information to determine edibility.

| have read and agreed to the disclaimer and copyright information.

LATIN NAME(S) Gymnopilus spectabilis (Fr.) Smith group Arora; Gymnopilus junonius?
ENGLISH NAME(S) big laughing mushroom, giant Gymnopilus, big laughing Gym

NOTES group is recognized by overall yellow-orange to rusty-orange color, robust size, frequent presence of a ring
on stem, bitter taste, growth on or around stumps or trees, and rusty-orange spore deposit; group as enumerated by
Arora (with locations o

CAP 5-40cm or more, convex becoming broadly convex or nearly flat, margin at first incurved, sometimes wavy;
bright yellow-orange to yellowish-buff when young (or at times nearly whitish from overlaid fibrils), often somewhat
darker when old (rusty-orange to golden-tawny to orange-brown or reddish-brown); dry, smooth to silky or fibrillose,
often breaking up to form small scales, sometimes with veil remnants

FLESH thick, firm; yellowish

GILLS notched to adnate or slightly decurrent, close; ochre-buff or pale yellow becoming more or less rusty-orange to
rusty-brown when old

STEM (3)5-25cm x 1-6(10)cm, usually swollen in the middle or below, the base often narrowed, solid, firm; rusty-
orange to rusty-yellow or paler; dry, fibrillose below the ring

VEIL pallid to pale yellowish or rusty-stained, membranous or fibrillose, sometimes disappearing, but usually forming
a superior ring on stem, ring soon stained with rusty-orange spores, often collapsing or disappearing when old

ODOR Hesler gives mild or pleasant odor for members of this subgenus where recorded, except one collection of
spectabilis from New Hampshire with strong licorice odor, (Hesler)

TASTE bitter

EDIBILITY inedible due to bitter taste, hallucinogenic in some areas of world, apparently not on west coast
HABITAT usually in clusters, occasionally solitary, on or around stumps and trees

SPORE DEPOSIT bright rusty orange

MICROSCOPIC spores 7-10.5 x 4.5-6 microns, elliptic, rough or wrinkled, no germ pore

NAME ORIGIN spectabilis means "remarkable”

SIMILAR several Pholiotas which have duller spores and viscid caps; like Armillaria mellea(somewhat) which has
white spores and whitish or flesh-colored gills

SOURCES Arora*, Hesler, Stamets, Lincoff(2)*, Lincoff(1)*, Ammirati*, Schalkwijk-Barendsen*, Kibby*,
Courtecuisse*, Bessette(2)*, Barron*, Phillips

FAMILY Cortinariaceae of Order Agaricales
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